
g a l l e r y j o n e s  

   Gallery Jones Fine Arts Ltd., #1-258 East 1st Avenue, Vancouver, B.C.  V5T 1A6  CANADA 
telephone: 604.714.2216  web: galleryjones.com 

April 21, 2017 
For Immediate Release: 
 
ROSS PENHALL: LIVING IN THE COMPLEXITY OF AN EFFORT 
 
Opening reception: Saturday, May 6, 2 – 4 p.m. 
Artist in Attendance 
Exhibition dates: May 4 – 30, 2017 
 
Living in the Complexity of an Effort* presents the 
acclaimed Vancouver-based painter Ross Penhall in an 
exhibition of selected new works. The large-scale 
paintings describe the West Coast landscapes of 
British Columbia and California with the blues, yellows, 
browns and greens that make the artist’s style so 
recognizable. 
 
In the works, shadows play at the edge of light⎯illuminating trees, fields, and mountains 
in a checkerboard fashion. The paintings throw colour over the landscape like a quilt, 
softening its edges and smoothing out detail. Penhall calls these images a “reminiscence 
of what you see,” or perceptual memories of passing glances. 
 
Penhall’s works, and the incredible attention they receive, enter into dialogue with 
Canada’s long tradition of landscape painting. His view presents a curious dilemma: 
nature is ordered and sculpted, yet devoid of human presence. These landscapes, 
softened to near abstraction, exist somewhere between the once-wildly primitive West 
Coast and our urban reality: a nod to humanity’s ever-changing relationship to the 
natural environment. 
 
*quote from Janna Malamud Smith's book An Absorbing Errand 
	

They’re Over in the Corner, oil on canvas, 
 30 x 40 inches. 

 


